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got food. Karlinahami was far more careful to wash
them than most mothers are: she used to quote the
saying, "Dirt is bad and children are trouble, but
a dirty child is the worst of troubles." The result
was that they never got parangi, or the swollen
belly and pale skin of fever. Their skin was smooth
and blooming; it shone with a golden colour, like the
coat of a fawn when the sun shines on it. Their eyes
were large and melancholy; like the eyes of Buddha
in the Jataka, "they were like two windows made
of sapphire shining in a golden palace." Their limbs
were strong and straight, for their wanderings with
Silindu had made their muscles firm as a man's, not
soft like the women's who sit about in the compound,
cooking and gossiping and sleeping all day.
There was therefore considerable jealousy among
the women, and ill-feeling against Karlinahami,
when they saw how her foster children were grow-
ing up. When they were ten or eleven years old, it
often burst out against her in angry taunts at the
tank.
"0 Karlinahami!" Nanchohami, the head-man's
wife, would say, "you are growing an old woman
and, alas, childless! But you have done much for
your brother's children. Shameless they must be
to leave it to you to fetch the water from the tank
and not to help you. TMs is the fourth chatty full